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However, instead of remaining at Barda'a for the winter, he left for
Daghistan three weeks later in order to punish the Lazgis once more,
Having crossed the Kura by the bridge at Javad, he divided his men into
four bodies, and led them rapidly northwards despite the severity of the
weather. The Lazgis, being taken by surprise, submitted, after the
Persians had captured large numbers of 'their 'cattle and sheep.1 On the
day of the Adha festival ( i oth Dhu'l-Hijja, 1157 « 1 4th January, 1745),
Nadir went to Darband, whence he returned to Barda'a, but, finding
that the water and food were more plentiful in the country north of the
Kura, he marched three weeks later via Aresh to Shekki.* For three months,
that is, from March to June, Nadir remained at Shekki, and then proceeded
to Gokcha, in the yailaq of Erivan. Whilst on the way to Gbkcha, he
was taken seriously ill, and had to be conveyed in a litter for several stages.
He was skilfully tended by his physicians, a*nd soon recovered.1
On the Turkish side, Yegen Pasha, the new Sar'askar on the northern
front, went to Qars via Erzeroum in the summer of 1745. He had
orders to remain on the defensive, but it appears that the danger of famine
and the threat of mutiny amongst his men if he remained inactive compelled
him to leave Qars and cross the Persian frontier ; his forces consisted of
100,000 cavalry and some 40,000 Janissaries. At first all went well ;
Yegen Pasha defeated several small bodies of Persians, and he was en-
couraged by these minor successes to march on Erivan. In the meantime
Nadir had decided to attack Qars once more, and on the 3rd August he
•set out from Gokcha for that fortress. On the 9th Rajab, 1158 (7th
August, 1 745), having heard of the approach of the Turks, he marched
from Erivan to Murad TappS (formerly known as Baghavard), and camped
on the spot where he had inflicted such a crushing defeat upon the army
led by 'Abdullah Koprtilti ten years before.4 At noon on the following
day the Turkish army, advancing from the opposite direction, halted a
couple offarsakhs away from the Persian position ; the Turks spent the
rest of the day fortifying their camp.
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-	Ibid.  ^' In the previous year the malcontents of Shekki, under the leadership of Hajji Chelebi
ibn Qurban, had opposed the Persian troops in that district, and the fortress of Galasaa-
Gdrasan had successfully withstood a siege by the royal forces.
*	Ibid., p, 253.   Peirson wrote from Isfahan to Gombroon on the 5th/i6th October, 1745, tint
Nadir was then being tended by a Jesuit physician ; this Jesuit may have been Pere Daaaea,
of Lyons, who, according to Pere des Vignes (Ltttrts Edifio»ti$, Vol. IV, p. 401} had pre-
viously treated the Shah ior some form of liver complaint.
•> F.N., p. 254 ; N.N., pp. 288 and 289.   In describing the movements of the Persians and Turks
before the battle, Muhammad. Kapia has taken wade sentences bodily from the 7"JV. ;
when staling that Nadir left Erivan for Hand Tappa on the 9th Rajab, he gives the year
as 1157 instead of 1158 (N.N., p. 288). Von Hammer makes two errors here; he states,
in the first place, that the first battle took place twelve years before, and secondly, that the
general who was defeated on that occasion was Top** 'Osman, He evidently confused
the first battle of Baghavard with the one fought at Aq Darband in 1733.

